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Amendments 



In the Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 , (presently amended) An axle driving apparatus for use in a vehicle having an axle and at 
least one wheel driven by the axle, the apparatus comprising: 

a wheel hub engaged to the driven wheel and comprising a generally cylindrical portion 
having a first engagement structure located on an interior surface thereof; 

a slider member slidably mounted on and driven by the axle and comprising a second 
engagement structure located on an exterior surface thereof, wherein a portion of the sUder 
member extends into the generally cylindrical portion of the wheel hub; 

an engagement device located between the slider member and the generally cylindrical 
portion of the wheel hub; and 

a plate secured to the vehicle bv two fasteners and engaged to the sUder member, wherein 
the length of the nlate is greater than the distance b etween the two fasteners such that the plate 
has two stable nositions, wherein the first stable position causes the slider member to be 
disengaged from the wheel hub, and the second stable position causes the sl ider member to be 
enpaped to the wheel hub 

moanfs for moving th e alidor momb e r b e tv i ^oon a firot potrition, where th e e ngag e m ^ 
dovico io engag e d to both tho first and s e cond ongaeoiacnt structures and tho axlo is thoroby 
cmgagod t o the whool hub, and a second position, whoFO tho engag e ment d e vico ic diooneaged 
from at l e aflt one of th e first or Gcoond engag e ment Gtruoturoo and the axl e is th e reby diconggged 
from the wheel hub . 
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2. (original) An axle driving apparatus as set forth in Claim 1, furtber comprising at lea%:p:^T.^. -..;.e' cnn 
one slot formed in the axle and a plurality of bearing balls located ui the slot to engage the slider^^. ^.^^ . 
member, 

3. (canceled) 

4. (canceled) 

5. (original) An axle driving apparatus as set forth in Oaim 1, wherein the engagement 
device comprises a bearing having a plurality of caged balls secured therein. 

6. (origmal) An axle driving apparatus as set forth in Claim 1, further con^rising a retaining 
ring secured to the slider member adjacent one end thereof to limit the axial movement of flie 
slider member 

7. (presently amended) A vehicle driving apparatus as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the first 
engagement featur e structure comprises a plurality of slots integrally foraied on the interior of 
the wheel hub. 

8. (presently amended) A vehicle driving apparams as set for* in Claim 1, wherein the 
second engagement featur e structure comprises a plurality of slots integrally formed on the 
exterior of the slider member. 

9. (original) A vehicle driving apparatus as set forth in Claim 1, wherein tiie engagement 
device is not engaged to either the first or liie second engagement structures when in the second 
position. 
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10. ' (presently amended) An engagement apparatus for djiyingly conne,ct;ing^a:Ydl^^}?IS^^^^^ :i 
an axle of a. vehicle, the apparatus eompiisijig: - n^^v ^ - • < - i ■osiri^Etus^aprisiiij;^ 

a generally cylindrical member extending &om the wheel hub and having a first 
engagement structure formed on the interior thereof; 

a slider mounted on the dxle and comprising a second engagement structure fonned on an 
exterior surface thereof, wherein a portion of the engagement device extends into the generally 
cylindrical member; and 

an engagement device located between the slider memb e r and the generally cyiindrical 
portion of the wheel hubr whcreby : and 

a plate for moving titie slider has between a first position where the engagemmt device is 
engaged to both the first and second engagement stmctures and a second position where the 
engagement device is not engaged to either the first or second engagement structure s, the plate 
having a first end secured to the vehicle, a second end secured to the vehicle and an opening 
fonned therein between the first end and the second end, the opening having a pluralitv of edges 
and a portion of the slider extends through the opening and engages the plate through the edges 
of the opening. 

11. (canceled) 

12. (presently amended) An engagement device as set forth in Claim [ii] 10, wherein the 
plate is of an over-center design. 
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^ 13.:%: -.(origiTial) An axle dxi:vinig apparatus -as set forth in Oaiia lGj^B^ i^i^: IbrUi 

one slot formed in the axle and a plurality of bearing balls located^in the slot to engage the 5lid^T5i.»i.v ^oimf . 
member. 

14. (original) An axle driving apparatus as set forth in Claim 13, wherein the engagement 
device comprises a bearing having a plurahty of caged balls secured therein. 

15. (original) An axle driving apparatus as set forth in Claim 14, further comprising a 
retaming ring secured to the slider member adjacent one end thereof to limit the axial movement 
of the slider member. 

16. (presently amended) A vehicle driving apparatus as set forth in Claim 15, whereui the 
jSrst engagement featur e structure comprises a plurality of slots integrally fonned on the interior 
of the wheel hub. 

17. (presently amended) A vehicle driving apparatus as set fordi in Claim 10, wherein the 
second engagement featur e structure comprises a plurality of slots integrally formed on the 
exterior of the slider member. 

1 8. (original) A vehicle driving apparatus as set forth in Claim 1 7, wherein the engagement 
device is not engaged to eitibier the first or the second engagement structures when in the second 
position. 

J 9. (presently amended) A vehicle comprising: 

a &ame having a prime mover mounted thereon; 
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a tr&Jismission driven by the prime mover and comprising a housingjri'qjanjodyo^a jj owv tu.-d -o';: 

vehicle^Erame and an axle extending from the housing; ^ *^>:,^-ic --nv ^ "s^-^e r Mf^iidinfinox tii$ u jusing". 

a pair of wheel assemblies driven by the axle, each wheel assembly comprising: 

a wheel hub comprising a generally cylindrical portion having a first 
engagement structure located on an interior surface thereof; 

a sUder member slidably mounted on and driven by the axle and 
coroprisjing a second engagement stnicture located on an exterior surface thereof, 
wherein a portion of the slider menniber extends into the generally cylindrical 
portion of the wheel hub; 

aplate engaged to the slider member and having a first end and a second 

end; 

an opening fomied in the plate and extending fo r a portion of the length of 
the plate, the ope riinp ; having a first end and a seco nd end, wherein flie nneninp is 
wider at the first opening end than it is at the secon d openipg end, and wherein a 
portion of the slider member extends through th e opening: and . 

an engagement device located between tiie slider member and the 
generally cylindrical portion of the wheel hub; and having a first position where 
the engagement device is engaged to both the first and second engagement 
structures and a second position where the engagement device is disengaged firom 
at least one of the first or second engagement structures. 

20. (original) A vehicle as set forth in Claim 19, wherein the axle is a single piece unit. 
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2 1 . (original) A veliicle as set for^ ia Claim 1 9, wherein the transmission furtlier poroji^.-^: ij., : him i % wiv 
hydrostatic transmission. * <- - - •T.>-.ci 

22. . (original) A vehicle as set forth in Claim 19, further comprising a snow thrower moimted 
to the vehicle frame. 

23. (new) An axle driving apparatus for use in a vehicle having an axle and at least one wheel 
driven by the axle, the apparatus comprising: 

a wheel hub engaged to the driven wheel; 

a slider member slidably mounted on and driven by the axle and having a first position 
where it is engaged to the wheel hub and a second position where it is disengaged firom the wheel 
hub; and 

a plate secured to the vehicle by two fasteners and engaged to the slider member, wherein 
the length of &e plate is greater than the distance between the two fasteners such that the plate 
has two stable positions, wherein the first stable position causes the slider member to be in the 
first, engaged position, and the second stable position causes the slider member to be in the 
second, disengaged position. 

24. (new) The engagement apparatus of Claim 23, wherein the plate is movable with respect 
to the two fasteners. 

25. (new) The engagement apparatus of Claim 24, wherein the plate is angularly movable 
with respect to the fasteners. 
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• ^ 26. (new) The engagement apparatus of Claim 23, wherein the plate comprises an opening 

having a first end and a second end, wherein the second end h^s a smaller widtt\-then ttie^fiig^ '^i^zm:^ laQ^-ecoa^ 
end. 

27. (new) The engagement apparatus of Claim 23, further comprising an actuator engaged 
adjacent the second end of the opening. 

28. (new) The engag^ent apparatus of Claim 27. wherein the actuator is engaged to the 
second end by positioning the actuator element in the area of the first end, and then moving the 
actuator element to the second end, the actuator fiirther comprising slots to engage the edges of 
the plate opening. 

29. (new) An engagement q)paratus for drivingly connecting a wheel hub to an axle of a 
vehicle, the apparatus comprising: • 

a slider mounted on the axle; and 

a plate for moving the slider between a first position where it is engaged to the wheel hub 
and a second position where it is not engaged to the wheel hub, the plate having a first end 
secured to ttie vehicle, a second end secured to the vehicle and an opening formed therein 
between the first end and the second end, the opening having a plurality of edges and a portion of 
the slider extends through the opening and engages the plate through the edges of the opening. 
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